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ON QUALITY BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


By Dorothy M. Broderick, Public Library Children's Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


"You can't force mediocrity on a man who isn't mediocre. He'll 
always find some other way of being exceptional. That's what 
the levelers don't take into consideration, that if they lock 
the front door they force the spirit into back passages." 

Beat Not the Bones by Charlotte Jay, Harper, 1952 


Every librarian who works with children should remember that every 
time he selects an inferior book for his library collection, he is con- 
sciously or unconsciously diverting children into the back passages of 
life. That is a strong statement. If I knew how, I would make it 
stronger, for there are few ideals I hold more deeply than that we, the 
adults, owe children only the best. 

In the literature of our profession we speak of childhood as the 
impressionable years, the unreluctant years, yet too many of us act as 
though these were pretty phrases without practical application. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. There is no time in life when we are 
more impressionable, less reluctant to assimilate new experiences and 
ideas. The adult who lets these years pass without capitalizing on the 
enthusiasm of youth is failing to fulfill his responsibility. 

In baseball there are two kinds of errors possible: the error of 
commission which shows up in the box score and record books; and the 
error of omission which does not. Both errors can lose a ball game. 

In book selection both errors are also possible. The error of commission 
means buying an inferior book for our shelves; the error of omission is 
failure to buy a good book. Either mistake is poor librarianship as well 
as poor leadership. 

There are two distinct problems involved in high quality book selec- 
tion for school and public libraries and we will attack the harder problem 
first. The problem is summed up in the word demand. It is the over- 
whelming avalanche of demand for the pragmatic book which will satisfy 
school assignments. We shake our heads in weary 
resignation and wonder why is it that every third 
grade in town reaches the unit on Indian life at pre- 
cisely the same moment — not only the same moment 
with every other third grade, but also at the time 
when the Cub Scouts are studying Indians. Is there 
a library in the country with enough books on Indians? 

I doubt it. 

Does this mean we buy every book about Indians 

which comes our way? Unfortunately, for all too 
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many libraries, the answer is yes. And in doing so, we help to defeat 
the purposes of education. The idea of unit work in school is to broaden 
a child's understanding and deepen his appreciation of the subject, but 
wider horizons are not formed from mediocre material. 

The solution to this problem is not in lowering book selection 
standards. It is in convincing supervisors and teachers that better 
planning, greater cooperation with the school librarian, will result in 
a higher achievement by students. To do this, the librarian must first 
believe it himself. 

The second problem is the age-old lament of the librarian who says, 
"I buy good books, but nobody reads them." Of course we want our books 
read. We do not buy them only to have them sit on the shelves year in 
and year out. The question most people don't ask is, "If they are good 
books, why aren't they read?" 

If you have ever participated in a program at a library convention 
and had people come up to talk to you afterwards, you know that it is 
impossible to introduce to each other people who are strangers to you. 
The same is true with books. It is impossible to introduce a book you 
do not know to a child you do not know. It is easier, however, to in- 
troduce a book you know to a child you don't than the reverse. 

So the answer to our question is simple: books are not read by 
children because the librarian has not read them or is not personally 
enthusiastic. We had a demonstration of this at the "Books Worth Their 
Keep" discussion at ALA in Washington in 1959. The book that set the 
discussion on fire was Big Tiger and Christian by Fritz Muhlenweg. 

No one took a statistical survey of how many of the people in the 
room had not read the book, but judging from comments afterwards, the 
number was not small. However, the librarians who had read Big Tiger 
were so enthusiastic they sent their compatriots back home with the 
determination to read this book which could stir so many speakers to 
eloquence. Big Tiger is a big book both in size and scope and it needs 
an introduction. This is true of many of the best books in our collections 
and no matter how well organized a library is, the librarian is not a 
professional unless he is doing the vital job of serving as the connecting 
link between children and books. 

Therefore, the librarian must resolve not to abdicate his responsi- 
bility as a professional no matter how difficult accomplishment of the 
task may be. We cannot afford to be the missing link in this, the most 
important of our obligations. 

We must remember that the dark alleys and back passages of life are 
ever present, beckoning to those we fail to lead along the brightly lit 
main road. This road is not the same for everyone. It is not Madison 
Avenue or the path which leads to total conformity as an organization 
man. It is the road which allows the traveler to use his intellect and, 
more important, his creativity. 

We must convince ourselves that book selection is more than a subject 
we must pass to graduate from library school. It is the heart of our 
profession providing the strength for the other tasks of our work day. 
If we do not believe this, we may be keepers of books but we are not 
librarians regardless of how many diplomas hang on our walls. 
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SPRING CHILDREN'S BOOKS 


Selected by 
Dorothy M. Broderick, Public Library Children's Consultant, 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


The following books represent the best of some 300 which had arrived 
by March 15th. Not all publishers send review copies so the absence of 
some titles means nothing more than that I have not seen the books, 

Short followup lists will attempt to fill the gaps. 


Adler, Irving and Ruth Adler. Shadows. Day, 1961. $2.19 (Lib. Ed.) 
gr. 2-5. 
Fascinating introduction to the many uses we make of shadows. 


Adler, Irving and Ruth Adler. Story of a nail. Day, 1961. $2.19 net 
gr. 2-5. 


There is more to a nail than meets the eye as the Adlers clearly dem- 
onstrate, 


Air Force/Space Digest. Our Air Force. Putnam, 1961. $2.52 Lib.Ed. 
gr. 5-up. 

Fascinating overview of the U.S. Air Force with excellent photographs; 
clear, concise writing. 


American Heritage Jr. Lib. Men of science and invention. Am. Heritage, 
1961. $3.50. gr. 7-up. 

Very readable account of applied science from 16th century to the re- 
lease of atomic energy. 


Armstrong, Richard. Ship afire! Day, 1961. $3.50. gr. 7-9 
Tense World War II story of oil tankers and their encounters with the 
Nazi navy. 


Armstrong, Warren. Sea phantoms. Day, 1961. $3.50 gr. 7-up. 
Fifteen accounts of ghost ships, dead men who walk, and disaster at 
sea; should appeal to boys and some girls. 


Barr, Cathrine. Hound Dog's bone. Walck, 1961. $2.25. pre-school-2 gr. 
High adventure marks this tale of Hound Dog's efforts to retrieve his 
stolen bone. 


Berna, Paul. Threshold of the stars; illustrated by Geraldine Spence. 
Abelard, 1961. $3. gr. 6-8 
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Topnotch science fiction with the emphasis on men rather than 
machines. 


Best, Herbert. Desmond's first case; illustrated by Ezra Jack Keats. 
Viking, 1961. $2.50. gr. 3-5 

Desmond the dog and Gus, his boy, solve the mystery of the missing 
banker. 


Bolton, Sarah K, Famous men of science. Rev. Ed. Crowell, 1961. $3.50. 
gr. 6-up. 

A new edition of a standard work: does not replace the older edition; 
keep both. 


Borg, Inga. Plupp builds a house. Warne, 1960. $2.50. pre-school-2 gr. 
The pictures alone are worth the price of this book which is filled 
with lovable animals. 


Breetveld, Jim. 
saves children. Coward-McCann, 1961. $2.50. 

An absolute must for all libraries: captures the essence of a ded- 
icated organization. 


Bulla, Clyde. Sugar pear tree; illustrated by Taro Yashima. Crowell, 
1960. $2.75. gr. 3-5. 

Sensitive, warm story of a family forced to move to make way for a 
new road. 


Burnett, Constance Buel. Captain John Ericsson: father of the "Monitor." 
Vanguard, 1961. $3. gr. 6-8. 

Well-written biography of a genuis whose faith enabled him to accom- 
plish what others said couldn't be done. 


Campion, Nardi Reeder. Patrick Henry, firebrand of the Revolution. 
Little, 1961. $3.75. gr. 6-8. 

Stirring account of the man whose voice helped ignite the American 
Revolution, 


Church, Richard. Bells of Rye. Day, 1960. $3.50. gr. 7-9. 
14th century England's fight with the Normans is the setting of this 
exciting story for superior readers. 


Cooke, David C. Flights that made history. Putnam, 1961. $2.52 Lib. Ed. 
gr. 5-8. 

Another in the popular series, not as distinct as previous titles or 
as needed. 


Dorritt, Susan. The Learning Book; illustrated by Elizabeth Donald. 
Abelard, 1960. $2 oF De gr. K-2, 


An excellent presentation of what learning is for picture book group. 


Douglas, Marjory Stoneman. Key to Paris. Lippincott, 1961. $2.95 gr. 
5-8. 

Combination of history and travel guide with attractive photographs; 
should serve a real need, 
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DuBois, William Pene. Otto in Africa. Viking, 1961. $2.50. pre-school- 
= BPs 


Very funny story of Otto's first medal, earned when he was just a pup. 


Durant, John. Highlights of the Olympics. Hastings house, 1961. $3.95. 
gr. 6-up. 

Highly readable history of the Olympics from the beginnings in Athens 
to 1960 games; marvelous action photographs. 


Emberley, Ed. Wing on a flea: A book about shapes. Little, 1961. $2.95. 
pre-school-K. 


"Triangles, rectangles/circles, all three/you'll know which is which/ 
if you just look and see." 


Fern, Eugene. Most frightened hero. Coward-McCann, 1961. $3.29 Lib. Ed. 
gr. K-3. 

Duncan Campbell learns that being brave is doing what is necessary even 
though afraid, in this charming story of Scotland. 


Francoise. Big rain. Scribner's, 1961. $2.95. pre-school-2 gr. 
Gay pictures and a solid plot provide another Jeanne-Marie tale to 
delight the young. 


Frick, C.H. Comeback guy. Harcourt, 1961. $3. gr. 7-9. 
Good sports story of a braggart who learns his lesson. 


Friendlich, Dick. Backstop Ace. Westminster, 1961. $2.95. gr. 7-9. 
The best story of major league baseball in years; the reality of a 
seat behind home plate. 


Gage, Wilson. A wild goose tale. World, 1961. $2.95 gr. 4-6. 
Humor, nature study and Glen Rounds' superb pictures combine to make 
a topnotch book. 


Gill, Bob and Alastair Reid. Balloon for a blunderbuss. Harper, 1961. 
$2.75. K-2. 

Could you start with a butterfly and end up owning EVERYTHING as this 
sharp trader does? 


Hays, Wilma P. Abe Lincoln's birthday. Coward-McCann, 1961. $2.68 Lib. 
Ed. gr. 3-5. 

Fictionalized but realistic account of how it might have been on Abe's 
12th birthday. 


Hill, Elizabeth Starr. Wonderful visit to Miss Liberty; illustrated by 
Paul Galdone. Holt, 1961. $3. gr. K-2. 

Useful book to prepare children for a trip to the Statue of Liberty 
or to relive a trip already made. 


Icenhower, Joseph B. Scarlet raider. Chilton, 1961. $2.95. gr. 7-9. 


It wasn't Mosby's Rangers’ fault the South lost as this fast paced 
story proves. 
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Ipcar, Dahlov. Deep sea farm. Knopf, 1961. $3. pre-school-2 gr. 
Brightly colored story of an undersea farmer who rescues the fish 
from the fisherman. Clever and unusual. 


Jagendorf, M.A. and R.S. Boggs. King of the Mountains; a treasury of 
Latin American folk stories. Vanguard, 1960. $4.95. all ages. 

Extensive collection of folk tales; good for telling; useful for Latin 
America school assignments. 


Johnson, Elizabeth. Three-in-one prince; illustrated by Ronni Solbert. 
Little, 1961. $2.75. gr. 2-4. 

A modern fairy tale told with humor and charm and delightfully illus- 
trated. 


Kepes, Julia. Frogs merry. Pantheon, 1961. $2.95. pre-school. 
A nature story for the very young, cleverly illustrated. 


Koenig, Richard. Seven special cats; illustrated by Peggy Bacon. World, 
1961. $2.75 gr. 3-5. 

Uproariously funny story of the seven cats who paralyzed New York City 
in protest over losing their home. 


Koffler, Ylla. Listen, listen’ story by Crosby Newell Bonsall. Harper, 
1961. $2.50. pre-school-3rd gr. 

Dog and cat lovers will be enthralled by Ylla's photographs and non- 
lovers should be converted. 


Kraus, Robert. Littlest rabbit. Harper, 1961. $1.95. pre-school. 
Wonderful insight about how large everything in the world is to the 
young and a just-right ending. 


Kumin, Maxine W. Spring things; illustrated by Artur Marokvia. Putnam, 
1961. $2.52. (Lib. Ed.). gr. K-2. 

An easy-to-read story which should open the young reader's eyes to the 
magic of spring. 


Lines, Kathleen. Nursery stories; illustrated by Harold Jones. Watts, 
1960. $6. gr. K-2. 

A perfect book; worth the money for the excellent versions of the 
stories and the quality art. 


Marino, Dorothy. Buzzy Bear goes south. Watts, 1961. $2.95. pre-school 
S Sf. 

"Birds migrate, bears hibernate," said mother bear; Buzzy's attempts 
to alter nature are fun. 


Martin, Patricia Miles. Benjie goes into business; illustrated by Paul 
Galdone. Putnam, 1961. $2.68. (Lib. Ed.) gr. K-=3. 

Benjie's moneymaking ventures are realistically portrayed with touches 
of humor in text and pictures. 


Miles, Betty. Mr. Turtle's mystery; illustrated by Jacqueline Tomes. 
Knopf, 1961. $2.50. pre-school-2 gr. 

An honest-to-goodness mystery for the picture book group with chuckling 
humor. 
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Newcomb, Ellsworth and Hugh Kenny. 
gr. 6-8. 
Extremely readable survey of chemistry from its beginnings. 





Alchemy to atoms. Putnam, 1961. $2.95. 





Olden, Sam. Getting to know Africa's "French Community.' 
1961. $2.50. gr. 4-6. 

A much-needed book about the 12 independent nations which make up the 
French Community in Africa. 


Coward-McCann, 









Pauli, Hertha. First Easter Rabbit; illustrated by Nora Unwin. 
1961. $2.95. pre-school-2 gr. 

Warm, peaceful story of St. Francis and the love he spread; blue and 
yellow pictures capture the mood nicely. 


Washburn, 

















Proysen, Alf. Mrs. Pepperpot again. Obolensky, 1961. $2.50. gr. 3-5. 
Complete nonsense which should delight most children. Bjorn Berg's 
pictures are perfect. 










Severn, Bill. You and your shadow. McKay, 1961. $2.75. gr. 3-5. 
Emphasis is on the fun of shadows and supplements without replacing 
the Adler listed above. 














Syme, Ronald. Francis Drake, sailor of the unknown seas; illustrated by 
William Stubbs. Morrow, 1961. $2.78 net gr. 3-5. 

Another of Syme's excellent biographies for young readers--rousing 
adventure on the high seas. 









Thorp, Louise Hall. 
$3.75. gr. 6-8. 
Stimulating biography of a great naturalist-scientist. 


Little, 1961. 





Louis Agassiz, adventurous scientist. 


















Trease, Geoffrey. Victory at Valmy. Vanguard, 1960. $3. gr. 7-up. 
The French Revolution provides the touchstone for this thrilling ad- 
venture story by a master of suspense. 





Udry, Janice May. Let's be enemies; pictures by Maurice Sendak. Harper, 
1961. $1.95. pre-school to Ph.D. 


This is the picture book of the year: perfect prose, perfect pictures. 








Varley, Dimitry. Whirley bird; illustrated by Feodor Rojankovsky. Knopf, 
1961. $3. gr. K-3. 

Thoroughly charming story of the rescue of a young robin. Rojankovsky's 
pictures, as usual, are excellent. 


Williams, Ursula M. Island MacKenzie; illustrated by Edward Ardizzone. 
Morrow, 1960. $2.95. gr. 3-5. 

MacKenzie may well rank as the most resourceful cat in history in the 
eyes of enchanted readers. 











Zim, Herbert. Insects. Golden Press, 1956. $2.89 net. gr. 5-up. 
New, large format--5x7% inches--of the popular Golden Nature Guides 
will make them easier to use. Not a new edition. 
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CIVIL WAR BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 
selected by 
Dorothy M. Broderick 
Public Library Children's Consultant 
Allen, Merritt. Blow, Bugles, Blow. Longmans, 1956. $3. 


Bontemps, Arna. Frederick Douglass. Knopf, 1959. $3. 


Burnett, Constance. Captain John Ericsson: Father of the Monitor. 
Vanguard, 1961. $3. 


Commager, H.S. America's Robert E. Lee. Houghton, 1951. $3. 
Daugherty, James. Abraham Lincoln. Viking, 1943. $5. 
Edmonds, Walter. Cadmus Henry. Dodd, 1949. $3. 

Emery, Russell. Robert E. Lee. Messner, 1951. $2.95. 
Epstein, Samuel. Andrews Raid. Coward, 1956. $2.95. 
Foster, Genevieve. Abraham Lincoln. Scribner, 1950. $2.50. 
Freeman, Douglas. Lee of Virginia. Scribner, 1958. $4.50. 
Icenhower, Joseph B. Scarlet raider. Chilton, 1961. $2.95. 
Judson, Clara I. Abraham Lincoln. Follett, 1950. $3.50. 
Kantor, MacKinley. Gettysburg. Random, 1952. $1.50. 

Keith, Harold. Rifles for Watie. Crowell, 1957. $3.75. 


Meadowcroft, Enid. By Secred Railway. Crowell, 1948. $3. 


Miers, Earl. Billy Yank and Johnny Reb. Rand, 1959. $3.50. 


Nolan, Jeannette. John Brown. Messner, 1950. $2.95. 


Petry, Ann, Harriet Tubman, Conductor on the Underground Railroad. 
Crowell, 1955. $3. 


Pratt, Fletcher. Civil War. Doubleday, 1955. $2.50 
Pratt, Fletcher. Monitor and the Merrimac. Random, $1.50. 
Reeder, Red. Story of the Civil War. Duell, 1958. $3.95. 


Steele, William 0. Perilous Road. Harcourt, 1958. $2.95. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor William T. Henderson 
Recommendations: *of first interest; P for prisons; 
R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 
(Omission of "Y" does not necessarily mean unsuitability for young adults.) 


























Nonfiction 


Ahlberg, Gudrun, & Jarneryd, 0. Block and silk screen printing. 
H Sterling. $3.95. 

Simple, explicit directions for the amateur on linoleum, stencil 

and silk screen printing with a brief history of block printing 

and a chapter on types of design. Copiously illustrated. Index.746.6 











Asbell, Bernard. When F.D.R. died. Holt. $4. 

Graphically depicting how the death of a popular president affected 

the lives of friends and foe alike, an author who has traveled 
thousands of miles and undertaken hundreds of interviews discusses 

the reactions of the people involved on that tragic day, April 12,1945. 
Photographs. Appendix, index. B or 92 


PR Bacon, Edward. Digging for history. Day. $10. 

H Readable and entertaining archeological studies of discoveries 
throughout the world 1945-59. Illustrated with photographs that tell 
the history of mankind from the beginning of time. Quarto, with 
plates. Index. 913 


PR *Berg, Gertrude, & Berg, Cherney. Molly and me. McGraw-Hill. $4.95. 

H Humorous, warmhearted reminiscence by the famous "Molly Goldberg" 
about European-born grandparents, New York childhood "surrounded on 
all sides by love and affection and very little money," skit writing 
in a Catskill hotel, radio, television, a play and acting ina 
"Majority of One." B or 92 





PR Bergman, Jules. Ninety seconds to space:the X-15 story.Hanover. 
Recounted by a science and aviation specialist, this is an author- 
itative presentation of data on the research aircraft which will be 
‘ used exclusively for space flight. Photographs. Glossary. 629.133 


PR Brinton, C. C. The fate of man. Braziller. $7.50. 

H Told in a useful and systematic way, this collection covers a wide 
range of human reflections in the world at large from Old Testament 

times to the present. Reading suggestions. 109 
















Brown, R.M. 
H $4.50. 

One of America's leading theologians investigates in nontechnical 
language and a leisurely paced style Protestantism in total forn, 
discussing the place of the Bible, laity, clergy, worship variations 


The spirit of Protestantism. Oxford. 
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within, and the ethical standards of man. Notes, index. 284 
This is Protestantism, by A. W. Mielke (Revell. $2.50. 284) is an 
enlightening concept of the Protestant purpose examined in a concise, 
coherent way by a popular minister and author. 


PR *Burlingame, Roger. Don't let them scare you. Lippincott. $5.95. 
Quoting liberally from the biographee's writings, this well-researched 
study of "the life and times of Elmer Davis" (subtitle) informally 
depicts the fearless, rational middle-westerner who fought McCarthy- 
ism, directed the Office of War Information and did so much to 

restore our people to "the true American way." Portrait.Index.Bor92 


H 


Burmetz, Paul. Our share of morning. Doubleday. $4.50. 

How an Austrian family of three escaped the brutalities of Nazism is 
related in simplicity with wisdom showing the fortitude and con- 
sistency of those who love freedom. 940.531 


Coward, N. P. Waiting in the Wings. Doubleday. $2.95. 

A group of retired actresses are living their last days at a Charity 
home, "The Wings,"' and with tenderness, humor and vivacity, their 
foibles, squabbles and desire for a solarium are disclosed. 822.912 
A passage to India; a play from the novel, by E. M. Forster 
(Harcourt. $3.50. 822.914) is a fascinating dramatization of the 
classic portrayal of Anglo-Indian relations. 

"The unsinkable Molly Brown," by Meredith Willson (Putnam $3.75. 
782.812) is a hilarious presentation of the uncouth Missouri girl 
who married the discoverer of the fabulous Leadville, Colorado mine, 
their Paris venture and return to Denver society. 


Crisp, Robert. The Gods were neutral. Norton. $3.95. 

Sad but interesting personal account of the part played by Greece in 
World War II, which provided a distinctive force for the elimination 
of Nazism. Endpaper maps, photographs. 940 .542 


Davis, Garry. The world is my country. Putnam. $4.50. 

A professional entertainer and World War II veteran tells how he 
became a world citizen in an odyssey that runs the whole range of 
human emotions when he fights for his idea of one God, one world and 
one mankind. Appendix. B or 92 


PR *Dean, V. M. Builders of emerging nations. Holt. $5. 


H 


Characterizing 18 disparate leaders of their countries since World 
War II who were all rebels with a cause and concerned with ideas of 
nationalism, this penetrating, informed study cogently and provoca- 
tively discusses the important issues of our time. Drawings. 
Selected bibliography, index. B or 92 


Douglas, W. O. A living Bill of Rights. Doubleday. $1.50. 

Modern interpretation in brief form of one of our country's most 
precious possessions. Appendix. 323.409 

In The Supreme Court, by P. C. Acheson (Dodd. $3.75. 347.997), a 
teacher and writer on government explains in readable and unencum- 
bered style the part of our government that has been a bulwark for 
guarding the Constitution through the years. Photographs, appendix, 
index. 
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Duberman, M. B. Charles Francis Adams, 1807-1886. Houghton. $7.50. 
Access to the Adams Family Papers in microfilm and to other first- 
hand sources has given easy familiarity with the biographee's back- 
ground, resulting in an extraordinarily absorbing account of the 
personality and times of Lincoln's minister to England, his private 
life, literary activity and political career. Photographs. Bib- 
liography, notes, index. B or 92 


Du Maurier, Daphne. The infernal world of Branwell Bronte. Double- 
day. $4.50. 

The precocious, only brother of the famous Bronte sisters is subject 
of a persuasive, well-documented interpretation of the life of imag- 
ination at Haworth parsonage and later, which sheds new light on 

"a figure long maligned, neglected and despised." Notes, bibliog- 
raphy, appendix, index. — B or 92 


Du Plessis, J. H. Diamonds are dangerous. Day. $3.95. 
Moving with the precision of a fast thriller, "the adventures of an 
agent of the International Diamond Security Organization" (subtitle) 


relate one man's campaign during 19 years of combating smugglers in 
South Africa. 364.133 





Flanders, R. E. Senator from Vermont. Little. $5. 
Quiet, sincere autobiography by a Vermonter who became a highly suc- 
cessful mechanical engineer and effective public servant, combining 
force with integrity. B or 92 


Friedman, Tuviah. The hunter. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Moving, heartrending story of the man who dedicated his life to find 
and bring to justice Eichmann and other Nazi war criminals responsible 
for the death of so many Jewish people in World War II. 943.086 
Minister of death; the Adolf Eichmann story, by Q. J. Reynolds 
(Viking. $5. 940.54) gives well-documented background information 
on the arch murderer of our times. Photographs. 


PR *Gannett, L. S., ed. The family book of verse. Harper. $4.95. 


H 


Delightful collection of poems to be loved "and preferably to be 
read aloud,"' arranged in 10 groups with brief introductions.Indexes. 


PR *Collected poems, by R. S. Hillyer (Knopf. $4.75. 811.5) contains 


H 


PR 
H 
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more than 130 lyrics, sonnets and longer poems exemplifying clarity 
and meaningfulness. Reprinted from periodicals. Index. 


Gould, J. E. The Chautauqua movement. University Pubs. $4.50; 
$1.45. paper 

Dramatically presented is a period called "an episode in the con- 
tinuing American Revolution" (subtitle) which constitutes one of 
the most poignant times in the history of American adult education, 
described by a research scholar for the serious student as well as 
the casual reader. Photographs. Notes. 374 .973 


Hadley, A. T. The nations's safety and arms control. Viking. $3. 
The author-participant in the 1960 summer study conference on arms 
control at M.I.T. cogently outlines "the actual military situation 
in the world today," indicating "where and how the new principles 
of arms control can be applied." Glossary, bibliography. 341.67 


Hardwicke, Sir Cedric, & Brough, James. A Victorian in orbit: the 
irreverent memoirs of Sir Cedric Hardwicke. Doubleday. $4.50. 
Witty, informing comment on the acting profession by a distinquished 








exponent who recalls his Worcestershire home, travels about the globe, 
parts played and friendships made. Photographs. No index. B or 92 


Harrison, S. S., ed. India and the United States. Macmillan. $5.95. 
Edited by a foreign relations expert, a readable collection of points 
of view is presented as the result of a conference held in Washington 
May 4-5, 1959. Appendix. 327 .54 


Hogner, Mrs. D. C. A fresh herb platter. Doubleday. $3.95. 

From planning the vegetable and herb garden to planting, care and 
recipes, this delightful volume gives practical advice on growing 
and cooking home-grown crops. Charming illustrations. Index. 635.7 


Hovey, E. P., comp. The treasury for special days and occasions. 
Revell. $3.95. 

"Inspirational anecdotes, quotations, and illustrations" (subtitle) 
are assembled by a master anthologist, rendering present-day emphasis 
and instant application, useful to the general reader in his daily 
task. Indexes. 808 .88 


Jones, E. S. In Christ. Abingdon. $2.50. 

A dedicated missionary has prepared 364 meditations filled with hu- 
man interest stories and illustrations and developed with talented 
effectiveness toward Christian living in our day. 242 


Kane, R. S. Africa A to Z. Doubleday. $4.95. 

This is a "guide for travelers — armchair and actual" (subtitle), 
filled with up-to-date, knowledgeable material about the once "dark 
continent" including much historical and political background. 916 


Kelso, L. 0. & Mortimer, J. A. The new capitalists. Random. $3.50. 


Explains the financed-capitalist plan from a socioeconomic point of 
view based on a philosophy that will reverse the trend toward social- 
ism and build a capitalist economy that will work for individual 
freedom and personal incentive. 330.15 


Kennan, G. F. Russia and the West under Lenin and Stalin. Little. 
$5.75. 

This study of the relationship between the Soviet Union and the major 
western countries from 1917-World War II, points out that the organ- 
ization of destructive forces within the capitalist countries is the 
true aim of Communism. Notes, index. 327 .47 
Russians as people, by W. W. Miller (Dutton. $3.95. 914.7) is an 
authoritative, well-versed portrayal of the Russian man on the street, 
bringing out a clear analysis of character and description of his 
life and work in everyday activities. Photographs, index. 

Only in Russia, by Howard Norton (Van Nostrand. $4.95. 914.7) is 

a stimulating, enlightening reporter's eye-view of the average 
Russian as studied during a three-year period. Index. 


Kessel, Joseph. The valley of rubies; tr. from the French. McKay. 
$3.95. 


Mystery, intrigue and adventure are part of an exciting trip in 
search of a lost hoard of wonderful gems among expert jewel dealers 
in picturesque Mogok in Upper Burma. 915.92 


Kishon, Ephraim. Look back, Mrs. Lot; tr. from the Hebrew. Athen- 
eum. $4.50. 

Satiric sketches of Israeli life written by a Hungarian columnist 
living in Tel Aviv. 892.47 
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PR *Know your Congress. 





Capital. $2. paper 
Well-illustrated quarto with updated information on President 
Kennedy's Cabinet, and the Congress by states. 328 


Lacy, D. M. Freedom and communications. Univ. of Illinois. $3. 
In the Windsor lecture in librarianship for 1959, the managing 
director of the American Book Publishers Council interestingly and 
thoughtfully discusses the library as part of the total communica- 
tion system. 400 


Lederer, W. J. A nation of sheep. Norton. $3.75. 

Vigorous indictment of our foreign policy by a coauthor of The 
ugly American (1958) and of secrecy in government, with a call to 
the average man and woman to participate in national affairs.327.73 





In The self-conscious society, by Eric Larrabee (Doubleday. $3.50. 
917.3), discerning chapters deal with critical awareness among 
present-day Americans and future goals. Notes. 


Lucas, F. L. The greatest problem, and other essays. Macmillan. $5. 
Nine urbane, perceptive essays by the noted scholar and litterateur 
on such themes as books, happiness, overpopulation, translation, 
Tolstoy and Housman. 824.912 


Mabee, Carleton. The Seaway story. Macmillan. $5.95. 
Presents the development of the St. Lawrence Seaway as the fulfill- 
ment of a century-old dream. Photographs. Notes, index. 386.209 


McKie, R. C. H. The heroes. Harcourt. $4.95. 

Related with all the fervor of a popular suspense novel, this 
remarkable contribution to the literature of World War II explains 

how a gallant band of British and Australian commandos successfully 
launched an attack against Japanese-held Singapore.Photographs .940 .542 


Madison, G. A. Leaders and liberals in 20th century America. Ungar. 
$6.50. 

A provocative discussion of ideas and the men who made them, opening 
up a new vista of our recent past, and analyzing the preservation of 
our long-sought liberties. Bibliography, index. 973.91 


PR *Mayer, Martin. The schools. Harper. $4.95. 


Addressed to parents, teachers, administrators and students, this 
stimulating book, based on some 30 months of observing, interviewing, 
reading and teaching, emphasizes the 13-year program in U.S. public 
schools as it discusses various phases of education including tests, 
technology and teacher training. Index. 371 


Nichols, P. W. 
side. $3.50. 
An experienced teacher gives step-by-step instructions on how to 
improve personality, appearance and charm, citing examples of changes 
made through application of principles. Drawings. Index. 646.7 





How to achieve inner beauty and outer charm. Hearth- 


Oakes, J. B. The edge of freedom. Harper. $3.50. 
Readable exposition of neutralism and new forces in Subsaharan 
Africa and Eastern Europe considering the political factors involved, 


varieties of communism and the different kinds of democracies that 
exist. Map. 
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Opotowsky, Stan. TV:the big picture. Dutton. $4.50. 

This is a full-length survey of the world of television written with 
wit and comprehensiveness ranging from TV unions to presidential 
campaign debates. Index. 791.45 


(Stanford Univ. $6. 791.45) examines the effects both pro and con 
that this area of communication plays in the lives of our children, 
the result of a research project involving 6,000 children and 2,300 
parents, teachers and school agencies. Appendix,bibliography,index. 
Teach with television, by Lawrence Costello and George N. Gordon 
(Hastings. $5.50. 371.33) is "a guide to instructional TV" 
(subtitle) telling how, where and when to use it, written in a style 
that utilizes the technique which explains concisely this new method 
of communication in education. Bibliography,glossary,index. 


Payne, P.S.R. The three worlds of Boris Pasternak. Coward-McCann. 
$4.50. 

Perceptive, illuminating interpretation of the late Nobel prize 
winner as poet, novelist and political figure, with selections from 
the work of "the last of the giants who had their roots in the nine- 
teenth century." Photographs. 891.7 


Robertson, Bruce. Spitfire — the story of a famous fighter. Dist. 
by Aero. $8.50. 

Tells the history of a famous fighting aircraft that did heroic work 
in World War II. Photographs. Quarto, profusely illustrated with 
three-viewtone drawings. Glossary, index. 623.8 


Sherwin, Mark, & Markmann, C. L. One week in March. Putnam. $3.95. 
A vivid description of the great U.S. bank holiday, March 1-7, 1933, 
by two veteran newspapermen. Photographs. Appendix. 973.917 


Snow, C. P. Science and government. Harvard Univ. $2.50. 

In depicting Sir Henry Tizard and F. A. Lindemann, their antagonism 
and influence in British arms policy during World War II, this tren- 
chant, arresting small book (a Harvard Godkin lecture) points out 
the evils of closed politics and the need to have scientists active 
in all levels of government. Notes. 506.9 


Stafford, Ann. Saigon journey. Taplinger. $3.50. 

Entertaining, informing account of a trip to the Middle and Far East 
to make contact with the women there and to learn of their hopes and 
achievements in making this a better world. 282 .59 


Stevens, P. M. The ultimate weapon — Christianity. Nelson. $3.95. 
Presents "the case for a foreign policy of militant Christianity" 


(subtitle) urging a gigantic offensive against communism if the 
world is to survive in our time. 239.9 


Tabori, Paul. The art of folly. Chilton. $4.50. 

Witty, erudite, provocative chapters on Fad, Fashion and Fancy 
over the ages in the hopethat, through understanding, "we may gain 
a little happiness." Bibliography, index. 901.9 


Tobin, R. L. Decisions of destiny. World. $5. 
Vivid depiction of momentous judgments that affected the scope of 
the office by U.S. Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, 


The Bookmark -168- April-May, 1961 





Lincoln, Arthur, Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, Wilson, Franklin 
Roosevelt and Truman. List of Presidents and Vice-Presidents, 
index. 353.03 


Urwin, Stanley, Sir. The truth about a publisher. Macmillan. $4.50. 
A capacity for friendship, astute business sense and subtle humor 
mark the author of "an autobiographical record" (subtitle) who 
includes details about his family and great people he has known, 

and his work with the Publishers Association, the International 
Publishers Association and the British Journal.Photographs. Index. Bor92 


Wall Street Journal. The new millionaires and how they made their 
fortunes. Geis. $4.95. 

Biographical sketches of 13 men and one woman who have made a million 
since World War II, dramatically related. B or 92 


Weingarten, Mrs. Violet. You can take them with you. Dutton. $3.95. 
Told with humor and filled with informational material, "a guide to 
traveling with children in Europe" (subtitle) is a timely narrative 
giving advice both practical and valuable from selecting breakfast 

in a foreign language to finding a baby sitter. Appendix. 914 


Fiction 


Ayme, Marcel. The proverb, and other stories; tr. from the French. 
Atheneum. $4.50. 

A collection of 12 entertaining, ironic short stories on varied 
themes, published over the years by the accomplished author. 

Some people, places, and things that will not appear in my next 
novel, by John Cheever (Harper. $3.50.) contains nine tales re- 
printed from magazines, lucid, original, sophisticated. 

The New Zealanders, a sequence of stories by Maurice Shadbolt 
(Atheneum. $4.) vividly portrays with realistic dialog native Maori 
and city folk. 

Eight men, by Richard Wright. (World Pub. $3.95.) treats with 
forceful simplicity such universal themes as guilt, fear, equality 
of opportunity and redemption. 


Baron, Stanley. The kindness of strangers. Little. $3.75. 

A fading beauty and an egotistical artist meet in Cannes and this 
urbane, sophisticated tale discloses how they find in their lone- 
liness that neither money nor fame brings happiness. 


Berger, Zdena. Tell me another morning. Harper. $3.95. 

Tania, a 14-year-old Austrian girl, relates how, after loss of her 
family in a concentration camp, she finds she must bring all the 
energy that is within her to overcome a crucial ordeal. 


PR *Boyce, Burke. Man from Mt. Vernon. Harper. $4.50. 

H Emphasizing his relations with his stepson, this absorbing novel 
moves Washington out of his usual patriarchal setting and establishes 
him as feeling the emotions common to all men as husband, father, 
farmer and soldier. 


PR *Burnford, Sheila. The incredible journey. Little. $3.75. 
H With great artistry this unusual story tells of an intrepid, 250- 
mile trek home through rugged, northwestern Canada by three good 
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companions, a golden-brown Labrador, an elderly terrier and a Siamese 
cat. Charmingly illustrated. 


Canaway, W. H. Find the boy. Viking. $3.75. 

Appealing narrative about a 10-year-old English boy, orphaned by a 
bomb dropped on the Egyptian port during the Suez affair, and his 
determination to find his only living relative that takes him on a 
5,000-mile journey through the African continent. 


Dickens, Monica. The heart of London. Coward. $4.95. 
Multi-character, absorbingly realistic with a modern-day theme on 
highway construction, this is the story of Cottingham Park, the people 
who live there and their protest against the inevitable rush of 
progress. 


Duncan, Jane. My friend Monica. St. Martin's. $3.95. 

With pleasing candor Scottish, downright Janet Sandison rambles on 
about her glamorous, unpredictable war-companion, Lady Monica, her 
marriage to engineer 'TIwice Alexander," her long illness and the 
near-triangle that is happily averted. 


Jameson, Storm. Last score; the private life of Sir Richard Ormston. 
Harper. $3.95. 

An imaginary British colony is the setting for a subtle, sophisticated 
story of intrigue and complex human relations as Sir Richard, the 
governor, runs down his enemy and discovers himself. 


PR *Maier, William. The temper of the days. Scribner. $4.50. 
How a friendship since college days between David Hapgood, a botanist, 
and Jim Hutchinson of changing fortune is tested over the ownership 
of a house is told through flashbacksin a frank, believable, modern 
novel with real-life situations. 


Monsey, Derek. The hero. Knopf. $3.50. 

Memorable first-person account of a young Englishman's efforts to 
survive after escape from a P.O.W. camp in northern Italy. Un- 
sparing details. 


*Nathan, Robert. The wilderness-stone. Knopf. $3.50. 

The narrator's friend of his youth, the dead poet, Bee, is the true 
protagonist of this delicate fantasy which bridges generations as a 
neighbor, Miranda, falls in love with Bee and mysteriously disappears. 


Sackville-West, V. M. No signposts in the sea. Doubleday. $2.95. 
With little time left to live, a successful journalist decides on a 
sea voyage to enjoy the company of a lovely widow, and his diary, 
found after his death, contains perceptive jottings on life and 

love and the drama of which he was part. For discriminating readers. 


PR *Wibberley, Leonard. Stranger at Killknock. Putnam. $3.75. 
Father Dimmock tries to free from superstition the small Irish village 
whose name meant Church on the Mountain, but when a stranger comes 
to stay with Rincey the cobbler, fearful and wonderful things happen 
in this fanciful tale related in lilting, poetic prose. 


Young, P. B. Gift of time. Putnam. $3.95. 

Centering in Karen Whitney who finds much time on her hands because 
of the many modern-dayconveniences, a mature novel of suburbia and 
all its aspects unfolds, written with wit and sincerity. 
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ADULT SERVICES 


News and Suggestions by Polly G. Anderson 
Public Library Adult Services Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


This is a new page written for librarians who feel that working with 
adults is important. It will have no set form. One issue may be devoted 
to a book list, another may be a potpourri of helpful hints on ways to 
make your library more attractive to adults; a third might have an article 
about how to put on a successful film program, and so on. The possibili- 
ties are endless. Today's issue will speak for itself. Watch for the 
next page. It is sure to be different. 


HAVE YOU LOOKED AT YOUR 300s LATELY? 


If your library in any way resembles the mythical Average, the 300s 
probably need refurbishing and revitalizing. It is quite possible that 
many of the titles are out-of-date and that some of the books are unat- 
tractive to look at, in poor condition, worse print, and haven't been 
read for years. Help is at hand. There is, of course, the 1958 Fourth 
Edition of the Standard Catalog for Public Libraries and its supplements, 
published by H. W. Wilson Company on a service basis. 


There is also a new first aid which may not have come to your atten- 
tion, a reading list, "Our World Today," prepared by a member of one of 
the adult services courses which are being given throughout New York State 
as part of the Library Extension Division statewide training program for 
community librarians. The librarian of the Canajoharie Library and Art 
Gallery, Mrs. Margherita H. Girard, drew up this list with her own library 
in mind. It does not pretend to be comprehensive, but if your library 
serves under 10,000 people, you will find that the thoughtful adult readers 
in your community will be glad to find these books on the shelves. 


Here are, for instance, Live and Let Live by Stuart Chase, Harper, 
1960; Must You Conform? by Robert Lindner, Rinehart, 1956; Five Ideas 
That Changed the World by Barbara Ward, Norton, 1959; The Future as 
History by Robert L. Heilbroner, Harper, 1960. Pertinent magazines are 
listed and sources of pamphlets. are included. 


The list is made up as a handy, purse-sized brochure with an attrac- 
tive cover. It is available free and in quantity. Just write to me, 
Library Extension Division, Room 329, New York State Library, Albany l, 
New York. 


MORE BOOKS FOR LIBRARY SYSTEMS 


In addition to the Adult Rotating Collection of approximately 1,500 
titles now available for circulation to systems from Special Services 
after checking with the Adult Services Consultant, two non-circulating 
collections are now in readiness. 


The purpose of the Adult Rotating Collection is twofold: to demon- 
strate some aspects of the specialist's concept of his field and to show 
what a system might offer in the way of supplementing the book resources 
of member libraries. This collection covers such topics as parent educa- 
tion, family relationships, art and music, biography, science, foreign 
policy. There is a small collection of outstanding fiction and a much 


The Bookmark -171- April-May, 1961 





larger group of books about what might be called "Other Lands, Other 
Peoples." 


The purpose of the two non-circulating collections, "Notable Books 
of 1960" and "Tutor Texts," is quite different. These are planned to be 
used as exhibits at system book selection meetings to give librarians an 
opportunity to see these books as a unit before ordering. The reason for 
choosing "Notable Books of 1960" is obvious. "Tutor Texts" was selected 
as a followup of John Kelly's talk on teaching machines and new self- 
teaching materials at the Rochester Conference. The "Tutor Texts" are 
self-teaching manuals which embody a new approach to self-instruction 
quite independent of any machine. As such they have a special interest 
for libraries. All are published by Doubleday. 


Please let me know at once if you would like to sign up for these 
collections. First come, first served. "The Notable Books of 1960" is 
limited to a three-week borrowing period. "Tutor Texts" may be kept four 
weeks. These circulations will be sent by parcel post free of charge 
unless the system wishes to make another arrangement. The only charge 
will be return postage. 


NEWS FROM THE AGING FRONT 


The New York State Library was represented by the Adult Services 
Consultant at the Third Annual Conference of Voluntary National Organiza- 
tions interested in aging and held under the auspices of the National 
Council on the Aging, April 24-25, in New York City. One of the highlights 
of the conference was a speech by Sidney Spector, Director, Division of 
Housing the Elderly, Housing and Home Finance Agency. He feels that free- 
dom, dignity and independence for older people must be built on a broader 
social and economic base and urged that citizens press for the passage 
of bills which will further this purpose. 


As a followup of The White House Conference on Aging, January 9-12, 
1961, systems may want to hold workshops on Library Service to the Aging. 
In preparing for workshops of this kind, the most useful bibliography is 
one prepared by Rose Vainstein, Public Library Specialist, Library 
Services Branch, U.S. Office of Education, Washington 25, D.C., Entitled, 


No. 5. Write to me for free copies. They are available in quantity. 


A reading list, "Paths to a Long Life," originally prepared for the 
White House Conference on Aging, is available from the Adult Services 
Division, ALA, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 1l,at 10 cents each for 
10-100 copies; $7.50 per hundred for lots of 100 or more. 


2eaneee2e2e 2 2 & 


PULITZER PRIZES 1961 


Fiction: To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee; Drama: All the Way 
Home, by Tad Mosel; Biography: Charles Sumner and the Coming of the 
Civil War, by David Donald; History: Between War and Peace; the 
Potsdam Conference, by Herbert Feis; Poetry: Times Three; Selected 
Verse from Three Decades, by Phyllis McGinley. 


The Bookmark April-May, 1961 





a a ne er -~ 


0 0 


incisal oe | 
T oer r ATE A L ~ KG | 
se | 1y,7 


A 


a A ak Se eee 


Special Services Section 


PHONORECORDS FOR YOU - Suggested by Robert G. Omer 


Public libraries serving less than 10,000 people may borrow the 
following phonorecords for a three-month period by writing: Special 
Services Section - Phonorecord Service, Room 335, Education Building, 
Albany 1, New York. All phonorecords are 33 1/3 rpm. 


Classical 


Beethoven-Concerto No. 4 in G major for Piano and Orchestra, Op. 58, 
played by the Cleveland Orchestra, George Szell, conductor. This is a 
unique work by the famed composer, and is intimate, inward, restrained, 
calculatingly brilliant and scintillating. Coupled with the masterpiece 
is Mozart's Piano Concerto No. 25 in C major, K. 503. This work is an 
illustration of classical concerto form at its greatest, yet it is at the 
same time distinct from what could be considered "orthodox." 


Echoes of Spain - a rhythmic, sensuous, compelling and hauntingly beauti- 

ful album of Spanish music. Represented here are the works of such famous 
Spanish composers as: Falla, Ritual Fire Dance; Ponce, Estrellita; Gade, 

Jalousie; Chabrier, Espana; Lecuona, Malaguena and Andalucia; Padilla, 

El Relicario; and Granados, Intermezzo from Goyescas. 


Kathleen Ferrier Memorial Album - presented in this album are songs by 

Schubert, which are considered among the composer's masterpieces. Songs 

include: Gretchen am spinnrade, Die junge nonne, An die musik, and 

Der Musensohn. Completing the album are selections from Gluck's Orfeo 

ed Euridice: What Is Life? and the second part of Mendelssohn's Elijah: 
All of these selections are sung by Kathleen Ferrier, 

contralto, who from 1945 to 1953 was a renowned contralto in both Europe 

and the United States. 


Michael Rabin-Famed violinist, Michael Rabin, plays two great violin 
concertos: Concerto for Violin and Orchestra in D Major, Op. 6, by 


Glazounov. 


Vivaldi: The 4 Seasons - Antonio Vivaldi describes in terms of music a 
set of four sonnets dealing with Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter. Each 
season is a self-contained violin concerto of three movements, using the 
usual fast-slow-fast plan. 


Popular Music 
Belafonte Sings the Blues - Harry Belafonte has never sung as he does in 
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this album. He is freer, more earthy, more exultantly identified with 

his material than ever before. He has always communicated an often fe- 
rocious power as well as lyrical sensitivity, but in this collection he 
achieves a unity of emotional strength in an understanding of his mater- 
ial that marks an important stage in his evolution as an artist. Especial- 
ly cited in this album is Belafonte's rendition of Billie Holiday's poig- 
nant song, God Bless’ the Child. 


Bahia - The exotic sounds of Arthur Lyman. Here is more Lyman magic from 
the fabulous Hawaiian Islands, the fiftieth state of the U.S.A. Far out 
in the mid-Pacific, these lush tropical islands breed the unusual in all 
things, including pop music. You will hear in the album familiar tunes 
with exotic arrangements as well as new, intriguing melodies that are as 
different as the islands themselves. 


Accordion time with Ellegaard and His Orchestra - Beautiful accordion 
arrangements of such popular pieces as: Tico-Tico, Andalucia, Holiday 

for Strings, On the trail, Belle of the Ball, Nola, Hot Canary, Jazz 
Pizzicato, Frenesi, Sleigh Ride and Pavane. All of these works are played 
by the accordionist who has won renown both in the United States and 
Europe. 


Spoken Word 


Poems from Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak, read in Russian - Poems 

taken from the author's famous novel, "Doctor Zhivago." They are centered 
around the hero of the author's book, Yuri Zhivago. Poems with a reli- 
gious content form the most striking group. Russian-English text included. 
Of greatest value to a person versed in the Russian language. 


Ship to Shore - The purpose of this album is to fill a void. Various 
books have been printed on marine radio communications and navigation 
procedures, but because of the complexity of their texts, they are 
difficult to apply in actual use. In this album you are taken on a 
cruise in Southern California waters. You will learn the proper use of 
marine radio and other navigation procedures. The producers of the 
record guarantee successful navigation after hearing this record, and 
the ability to handle emergencies that might arise at sea. 


John Masefield, O.M. reads "The Story of Ossian" - The famous poet 
laureate tells the story of Ossian, the son of Finn, the warrior, and 
St. Patrick in the early days of Christianity in Ireland. 


Tower Communications - A high fidelity record which takes you along on 

an actual flight and allows you to learn how to use and identify aurally 
all the radio aids to navigation. Beautifully narrated, you are afforded 
the thrill of an actual GCA radar approach to the Los Angeles International 
Airport. Designed primarily for light plane flying, it instructs you in 
the proper usage of ground, tower and approach control. 
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INCREASING AWARENESS OF NATURE THROUGH BOOKS 


By Frederic J. O'Hara 
Associate Professor, Western Michigan University 


Just as the scientist uses instruments such as 
the microscope and the telescope to extend his senses, 
so does the wise reader use books to extend his senses 
and to increase awarenesses. The microscope enables 
the scientist to see minute organisms that had been 
invisible to the naked eye. A good writer does for 
the reader what these instruments do for the scientist. 
By pointing out things which the average man might : 
not have seen or been aware of, he helps us relate ws 2 
more closely to the world around us so that we can be- 
come more sensitive to our surroundings. Because na- 
ture writers are particularly aware of the universe » i 
around them, I have chosen them to illustrate my point. 


In a hospital setting, especially where long-term illnesses are in- 
volved, it is frequently helpful if the patient's thoughts can be diverted 
from his own immediate difficulties and related to the outside world. The 
reestablishment of such contact can be greatly aided by books and by li- 
brarians. It must be made clear that not all patients will respond to 
books in the same way, any more than do all patients respond to certain 
drugs in the same way. But we know enough about each of these medicinal 
products to continue to use them, and with a measure of success in both 
areas. 


One writer who displays this sensitivity, and brags about it, is John 
Burroughs. He brags because he feels that the naturalist must have a keen 
eye in order to carry on his work. Here's what he says: "I find I see, 
almost without effort, nearly every bird within sight in the field or wood 
I pass through (a flit of the wing, a flirt of the tail, are enough). The 
eye sees what it has the means of seeing, truly. You must have the bird 
in your heart before you can find it in the bush. The eye must have pur- 
pose and aim. No one every yet found the walking-fern who did not have 
the walking-fern in his mind. A person whose eye is full of Indian relics 
picks them up in every field he walks through."1 


Henry David Thoreau is a writer whose eye certainly had purpose and 
aim. The following quotation indicates that he had nature in his heart 
before he found it in Walden Pond: 


"Every winter the liquid and trembling surface of the pond which was 
so sensitive to every breath and reflected every light and shadow, becomes 
solid to the depth of a foot and a half. Standing on it I cut my way first 
through a foot of snow and then a foot of ice, and open a window under my 
feet, where kneeling to drink, I look down into the quiet parlour of the 
fishes, pervaded by a softened light as through a window of ground glass, 
with its bright sanded floor the same as in summer; there a perennial wave- 
less serenity reigns as in the amber twilight sky, corresponding to the 
cool and even temperament of the inhabitants. Heaven is under our feet as 
well as over our heads,'"'2 
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In his book entitled Man for himself, the psychologist Erich Fromm 
states that the aim of human development is the fully productive character 
i.e. the character of the normal, mature, healthy personality as opposed 
to the nonproductive personality. This "productive orientation refers to 
a fundamental attitude, a mode of relatedness in all realms of human expe- 
rience. It covers mental, emotional and sensory responses to others, to 
one's self and to things."" He goes on to ask: "How is man related to the 
world when he uses his powers productively?" and then he gives his own an- 
swer: "The normal human being is capable of relating himself to the world 
simultaneously by perceiving it as it is and by conceiving it enlivened 
and enriched by his own powers...''3 


It is my belief that certain books can enliven and enrich the world 
for us, and thus help us to develop this sense of relatedness that Fromm 
speaks of. We can learn to increase our mental, emotional and sensory re- 
sponses to things through the responses that great writers have made to 
all the realms of human experience. 


Edwin Way Teale, an outstanding nature writer who has certainly re- 
sponded to the world about him, talks enthusiastically of what can happen 
"if you have any inquisitiveness at all," as he puts it. Here is what he 
says, "It occurred to me today that an interest in nature leads you into 
a kind of enchanted labyrinth. You wander from corridor to corridor; one 
interest leads to another interest; one discovery to another discovery. 

It matters little where you begin. You may first fall under the spell of 
birds or wild flowers. If you have any inquisitiveness at all, you soon 
find yourself branching off, wandering enchanted down charming bypaths." 
And then he gives an example, "A banker friend of mine, some years ago be- 
came interested in collecting moths. His primary concern was insects. But 
soon he found he was also studying the plants on which the moths were dis- 
covered. He thus developed a liking for botany. Then he began to note the 
soil in which these plants were most often encountered. In this manner, 

an understanding of geology began. Like the house that Jack built, his 
interest in nature continued to expand. All living things are linked to- 
gether in various ways—by predator chains and food chains, by parasitism 
and symbiosis. Nothing lives to itself alone. Nothing is dissassociated 
from its surroundings. Everywhere we turn in nature, new and interesting 
corridors appear before us, waiting to be explored. All are interconnecting. 
They lead us as far as we care to go.''4 


Naturalists are, I think, among the most inquisitive-minded people 
because they "penetrate the veiling surface of things to their causes and 
relationships." (To quote again from Fromm). So their books should be 
high on the list of those used to help the patient relate to the outside 
world again. 


Donald Culross Peattie is another fine writer and naturalist. He has 
this to say about nature writers and readers: "The writer takes us with 
him through the gate he holds ajar into living Nature. There he learns 
from the event even as he teaches—how to follow through on an unknown bird, 
how to listen, how to memorize its song, to note its habits, to find its 
nest. If he knows too much, he's no friend of ours. We prefer sometimes 
to see him stumped; we don't mind if he scratches his poll in public. ... 
the writing naturalist may not so much instruct as kindle enthusiasm. For 
this, his own enthusiasm is boundless." 
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Besides the authors mentioned, there is Gilbert White whose 18th 
century collection of letters exhibits a lively sense of curiosity. His 
Natural history of Selborne continues to be available in several editions. 
Among them is a Dolphin paperback recently published by Doubleday. In the 
19th century there were many such essayists, notably John James Audubon 
who added to his writing his celebrated painting of the birds and animals 
of the United States. Audubon's America, an interesting selection from 
his journals, letters and portraits of wild life, edited by Donald Culross 
Peattie, was published by Houghton Mifflin in 1940. Another and more re- 
cent selection is The bird biographies of John James Audubon, edited by 
Alice Ford, and published by Macmillan in 1957. Edwin Way Teale's. Journey 
into summer (Dodd, Mead, 1960) is one of many recent books that relate the 
reader to the natural world. 


In summary, we can divert the patient's thoughts from his own immediate 
difficulties if we know: 


1. That we can use books and authors to extend the senses as the 
telescope extends the eye; 


2. That we can use books and authors to help the patient relate to 
the outside world during a period of isolation from it; 


3. That these books can enliven and enrich the world for our readers 
by stimulating curiosity and kindling enthusiasm. 
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Note: A longer version of this article will appear in The AHIL Quarterly, 
published by the Association of Hospital and Institution Libraries. 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY- 
aor: i) 


‘i it For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 


Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Anne C. Hulst, Book Information 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK MESSAGE 


"Books and libraries and the will to use them are among the most im- 
portant tools our nation has to diffuse knowledge and to develop our 
powers of creative wisdom. It is, however, a fact that there is an im- 
portant gap in the availability of books and libraries to our citizens. 

As many as twenty-five million people have no library service, and 

nearly fifty million have inadequate services. There is a great imbalance 
of resources among the great educational institutions of our country. 

A majority of elementary schools have no libraries at all. 

"The community public library is one of the richest and more enduring 
assets of our historical heritage. I hope very much that National Library 
Week will have widespread citizen participation and that it will serve 
to encourage all of us to improve libraries and to stimulate reading 
throughout the nation." 

John F. Kennedy 


STATE OF NEW YORK 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
ALBANY 


PROCLAMATION 


In New York State our libraries are among our most treasured resources. 
More than any other institution our libraries render easily and econ- 
omically accessible the vast accumulated experiences of all mankind. 
Present and future generations may derive from them the wisdom and 
understanding so vital to our national sense of purpose. 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor of the State of 
New York, do hereby proclaim the week of April 16-22, 1961, as 


LIBRARY WEEK 


in New York State, and urge all citizens to unite in the effort to achieve 
a richer, fuller life through reading, and to stimulate an interest in, 
and support of, libraries of all kinds. 
GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal 
(L.S.) of the State at the Capitol in the 
City of Albany this sixth day of 
April in the year of our Lord one 
BY THE GOVERNOR thousand nine hundred and sixty-one. 
(Signed) William J. Ronan 
Secretary to the Governor (Signed) Nelson A. Rockefeller 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 


ALBANY | 








HUGH M. FLICK 


ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER April 6, 1961 


Report on Library LegisJation 


In spite of the united efforts of our libraries, our 
institutions of higher education, and both government and 
industry, the bill which carried enabling legislation to 
implement the recommendations of the Committee of Reference 
and Research Library Resources died in committee. The work 
of all those who labored on behalf of the bill was certainly 
not wasted, and most certainly laid the groundwork for future 
favorable legislative consideration. Our work this year 
should serve as an inspiration for even stronger support at 
the next legislative session. 













Members of the New York Library Association's Standards 
and Legislation Committee, and the Commissioner's Committee, 
among many other groups and individuals, exerted themselves 
without stint in the interests of this bill, and there is no 
question but that considerable interest in, and goodwill for, 
the program have been engendered by their efforts. 




























The Board of Regents and the Education Department are 
deeply appreciative of the continued dedicated interest of the 
many persons who have worked towards improved library service 
for the people of New York State, and I can assure you that we 
look forward no less eagerly to the time when strengthened 
reference and research library services are a Statewide reality. 
To this end the Commissioner is asking the members of the Com- 
mittee on Reference and Research Library Resources to continue 
their studies and deliberations on the problems of research 
library service. 





You will be hearing from us from time to time as the work 
of the Committee goes forward. In the meantime we would welcome 
your comments on our present proposals. 


Lf eX 


The Bookmark -179- April-May, 1961 





Staff News: Dr. Hugh M. Flick, Associate Commissioner of Education, 

Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian, and Irving A. Verschoor, 
Director of the Library Extension Division, were guests at a tea given 

by the Library Board of the North Country Library System at Watertown on 
April 11. The occasion served as an opportunity for the State Education 
Department to extend good wishes to the staff of the new system, formerly 
the Regional Library Service Center. — Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian, 
attended the annual meeting of the Visiting Committee of Clarkson College 
of Technology on April 11-12. — Ernest H. Breuer, Law Librarian, attended 
a meeting of the Law Library Association of Greater New York at the Asso- 
ciation of the Bar in New York City on April 20. — Hugh Vrooman, recently 
graduated from the Department of Librarianship, State College of Education 
at Albany, is now on the staff of the Science and Technology Section of 
the State Library as Assistant Librarian. 


Alumni Day—1961, Columbia School of Library Service: Dr. Ewald B. 
Nyquist, Deputy Commissioner of Education for New York, was the keynote 
speaker on April 22. "The Library as a State-Wide Resource" was the 
theme of the day. 


State Library Exhibit: Documents on the Civil War from the collections 
in the State Library were on display in Chancellors Hall in the Education 
Building on April 17 for the first state-wide Assembly of the New York 
State Civil War Centennial Commission, which met in Albany. On exhibit 
was the original draft of the Emancipation Proclamation in Abraham 
Lincoln's handwriting ; the New York State Law of March 29, 1799 calling 
for the gradual abolition of slavery; and the New York State Law of 

April 3, 1948 against discrimination in educational institutions. 


Notice to Librarians: The Foreign Language Collection formerly housed in 
the Special Services Section of the State Library has been transferred to 
the General Library. Please address requests to the New York State 
Library, General Reference Section, Albany 1, New York. — Please be sure 
to use the call numbers listed on the State Library checklists when re- 
questing material. 


Trustees Forum: A forum for trustees on Education and Civil Service 
Laws as they pertain to public and association libraries will be held 
May 20 in the Oneonta Community Hotel. The all-day session will concen- 
trate on working discussion of practical situations, and is the first in 
a series of five programs sponsored jointly by the Library Trustees 
Foundation and the Library Extension Division. 


Systems Conference: "Serving the Unserved" was the subject for discus- 
sion at the third annual conference for personnel and trustees of library 
systems held in Rochester March 25-27. Throughout the addresses, round 
tables and reports, attention was focused on attempting to define who are 
not adequately served by public libraries, and on proven and proposed 
methods for providing them with quality library service. 


Dr. Robert A. Polson, professor of Rural Sociology at Cornell 
University, opened the conference with a stimulating and informative 
exposition of the characteristics to be found in rural and suburban New 
York State. Emphasis was laid on the need to understand and utilize 
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these characteristics if library and other progress planners are to suc- 
ceed in their objectives. Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, author of "County and 
Regional Library Development,'' explored "library extension in depth," 
bringing to the group information and ideas gathered through her broad 
experience as special consultant and survey-planner. Correlating the 
sociologist's principles with the national approach to library extension, 
Irving A. Verschoor, director of Library Extension, pinpointed the prob- 
lem as it exists in New York State together with some of the means avail- 
able for its solution. 






















Working roundtable discussions of various aspects of the theme, re- 
ports of their conclusions and critiques of the recommendations provided 
the conference participants opportunity for active exchange of views. 
Supplementary features of the conference included a report on library 
service developments in a Province of Ontario by William Roedde, direc- 
tor of Provincial Library Service; a resume of nationwide progress under 
the Library Services Act, presented by Evelyn Day Mullen of the U.S. 
Office of Education; an introduction to the Grolier Society's "teaching 
machine" technique; viewing of the new Nassau Library System film depict- 
ing its cooperative services; and a display of full-scale bookmobiles by 
different manufacturers. This conference, as others in the series, was 


made possible by financial assistance provided by the Federal Library 
Services Act. 





European Library Study Course: Geneseo State College of Education is 
planning a tour of European libraries, July 2—September 1. Dr. Leslie I. 
Poste, professor of Library Education, Geneseo, will lead the tour, 
offered for either graduate or undergraduate credit. The group will stay 
with English families in London for three weeks after which the great 
libraries of Europe will be visited and studied. 


University of Chicago Schedules Conference: "Seven Questions About the 
Profession of Librarianship" is the title of the 26th Annual Conference 

of the Graduate Library School to be held at the University of Chicago, 
June 21-23, 1961. In order of their presentation at the conference, the 
questions concern (1) how a profession emerges, (2) how the idea of a 
library profession has developed, (3) how professional education fits in- 
to the general American pattern of education, (4) how different ports of 
entry affect the nature of librarianship, (5) how librarianship has ac- 
commodated specialization, (6) how librarians seek to acquire professional 
status, and (7) how library associations in America have fulfilled the 
function of the professional association. For further information and a 
copy of the conference program write to Howard Winger or Philip Ennis, 
Graduate Library School, University of Chicago, Chicago 37. 
























Summer Workshop and Courses: The University of Michigan, Department of 
Library Science, will offer two intensive courses and a special workshop 
in addition to the regular six-and eight-week courses. "Documents of 
International Organizations," offered June 26-July 14, will be conducted 
by Joseph Groesbeck, Deputy Director of the U. N. Library. The other 
intensive course, "Bibliography of the Humanities," with Charles L. 
Higgins, Assistant Librarian, Michigan State Library, is scheduled for 
July 17— August 4. The subject of the 9th annual School Library Workshop 
to be held August 7-18, wits be "New Developments in Education and Their 
Implications for Libraries. For further information write the Department 


_ of Library secenee, 309 General Library, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan 
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ALA News: Donald E. Wright, assistant director of the Lincoln (Neb.) 
City Libraries, has been appointed director of the "Project to Aid 
Trustees and Librarians in Small Communities in Improving Library 
Service." The two-year project, under the general direction of the Li- 
brary Administration Division of ALA will provide aids on basic subjects 
such as book lists, program outlines, reference procedures, budgets, 
press releases and training of volunteer help for the more than 6,000 
small libraries serving populations of 5,000 or less. — The application 
of the new cataloging rules will affect all library catalogs in varying 
degrees, according to a statement from Marion Sanner, member of the Cat- 
aloging Policy and Research Committee. The Catalog Code Revision Commit- 
tee meeting this spring will map out a series of studies. The committee 
will be glad to know of libraries that would undertake a study on some 
aspect of the new rules, application, methodology or costs. Persons 
interested may write Miss Sanner, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
Maryland. — Mrs. Grace Stevenson, Deputy Executive Director, suggests 
library cooperation in celebrating National Radio Month during May, 1961. 
The theme is "Radio — the Best Sound Around." — Recommended reading for 
those attending the ALA Preconference Institute for Library Trustees, 
Cleveland, July 8-9: Two ALA publications, "Public Library Service; a 
Guide to Evaluation" and "Public Library Policies — General and Specific;" 
and the North Carolina State Library's "Suggested Policies for Public 
Libraries." 


Work with Children: The Children's Book Council is distributing "Chil- 
dren's Books: Awards and Prizes" prepared by the Westchester Library 

System at 50 cents a copy (no stamps). — A tape-recorded interview with 
Marguerite Henry may be borrowed from Rand McNally, Library Department, 


P. O. Box 7600, Chicago. — The 1961 Vacation Reading Kit is available 
from the Children's Book Council, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York 10. Send 
remittance of $2.00 with order. — Padraic Colum was awarded the Regina 
Medal at the annual convention of the Catholic Library Association in 
St. Louis. His publisher, Macmillan, may now bring back into print some 
of his older titles. 


New Legislation: Approved is a bill that permits the designation of a 
treasurer to serve the jointly established library who shall be the 
recipient of funds from the participating municipalities and for state 
aid and who shall act as the disbursing officer as provided in Section 
259 of the Education Law. The need for this amendment, introduced by 
Assemblyman Grant W. Johnson, Ticonderoga, was brought to his attention 
by Richard Lawrence, Jr. of Elizabethtown. The revised act will take 
effect January 1, 1962. 


Loans for Public Library Construction: Information from the U.S. Office 
of Education, Library Services Branch, states that under the Public Fa- 
cility Loans Program (Community Facilities Administration of the Housing 
and Home Finance Agency), long-term loans are available to assist in 
financing of needed public works projects. Public libraries are con- 
sidered eligible for such loans. 

Form CFA — 700 (dated 2-10-61), issued by the Community Facilities 
Administration, summarizes Title II of Public Law 345, 84th Congress, as 
amended. Prior consideration will be given to projects for which assur- 
ance can be given of an early start of construction. Inquiries in 


The Bookmark -182- April-May, 1961 





New York State should be made to: Director of Community Facilities 
Activities, Regional Office of the Housing & Home Finance Agency, 

346 Broadway, Room 906, New York 13, New York; phone: Rector 2-8000. 

The Library Extension Division will be glad to be notified of any librar- 
ies taking advantage of this loan provision. 


KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KR KK KKK KK KK 
* 
WANTED: READERS' OPINIONS 


Are the teen-agers in your community Library helpers? 
Can these young people be organized and sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library? Does anyone have a Junior 
Friends in action? Valuable contributions are being 
made in various libraries in the State by young folks. 
Information from you as well as comments and sugges- 
tions are requested and will be published in an early 
issue of The Bookmark. Write to: Room 327, New York 
State Library, Education Building, Albany 1, New York. 
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LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


System News 


Brooklyn. The Friends of the Brooklyn Public Library are urging Brooklyn 
residents to comb their attics for old family letters, books, clippings 
and other records dealing with borough life in another era to add to 
the library's Brooklyn Collection. 


Buffalo and Erie County. In spite of the scholarship and trainee pro- 
grams available locally there are still 24 unfilled professional 
librarian positions. "The only real solution to our problem is the 
establishment of a library school in Buffalo," said Joseph B. Rounds, 
library director.— The system's fourth bookmobile goes into service 
about the middle of April, Robert North, assistant deputy director, 
announces. This unit, built by Gerstenslager, is a semi-trailer 
powered by a White truck-tractor. — Two appointments have been an- 
nounced by the Town of Tonawanda Libraries: Donald H. Cloudsley is 
head librarian at the Brighton Branch and Mrs. Dorothy Goldberg will 
head the soon-to-be-opened Greenhaven Branch. 


Chautauqua-Cattaraugus. Kenneth E. Brown, director of the new Chautauqua- 
Cattaraugus Library System, established in temporary quarters at the 
Prendergast Library, Jamestown, finds that his first activity will 
be to find staff personnel for processing and general services. Rotating 
collections are to be organized. There is no immediate plan for a 
bookmobile; it is expected that a small truck will be used to trans- 
port books to libraries. Mr. Brown plans to visit the 27 participating 
libraries as soon as possible. — Pauline Fancher, director of the 
Jamestown James Prendergast Library, has been granted leave to serve 
as librarian of the Smith Memorial Library at Chautauqua for the 1961 
season. — Cleveland Amory was guest speaker, April 22, at the second 
annual book and author luncheon presented by the Friends of the James 
Prendergast Library. 
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Chemung. "The Invitation to the Arts" series at the Elmira Steele 
Memorial Library was concluded recently with a talk on the develop- 
ment of jazz by Dr. William R. Phillips. 


Clinton-Essex. Now that they have their own station wagon, a schedule 
of book deliveries is being planned by Emma Walter, director. 
Mrs. Harry Leggett is preparing reading lists on a variety of topics 
to acquaint readers with the new material being added to the central 
book pool. The first meeting of the '61 season was held at Platts- 
burgh April 10. The new Benjamin F. Feinberg Library and the Platts- 
burgh Air Force Base Library were visited. 


Finger Lakes. Member libraries are enjoying '"Book-Go-Round" collections 
from the system's Ithaca headquarters. — The Groton Public Library 
is sponsoring a dual exhibit at the library and the Groton Smith- 
Corona plant. The books, sent from system headquarters, illustrate 
how "Books can help those who help themselves." Elaine Brown, librar- 
ian, was at the Groton plant to answer questions about the collection 
and to help anyone interested in a reading program. The library was 
open six Sunday afternoons from 2-5 p.m. in midwinter for readers in 
search of peace and quiet. — Due to increased library patronage, 
Ithaca's Cornell Public Library will be open additional hours. 


Four County Library System. The appointment of Ronald L. Roberts as 
assistant director of the Four County Library System has been an- 
nounced by Raymond Newton, president of the System Board of Trustees. 
Mr. Roberts formerly was head of the Business Department of the 
Indianapolis Public Library. In his new duties, he will be deputy 
for system affairs to Marcus Wright, director of the Binghamton Public 
Library.— The system has purchased a white station wagon to serve the 
area. The slogan, "Books Open Doors to Knowledge," appears in red 
and blue letters on the doors.— The Richfield Springs Public Library, 
now starting its 6lst year, is badly in need of repair since 
practically nothing extensive has been done in the last 50 years. 

The board is looking to the community for assistance. — At the March 
meeting the board co the Vestal Free Library decided to discontinue the 
practice of accepting gifts from private libraries. The library has 
been renovated by the Vestal Jaycees and Jayncees. A former storage 
room has been remodeled into a children's room and a room formerly used 
as a kitchen will become a reference room. 


Mid-Hudson. Sarah Allen Beard has resigned as librarian of the Hudson 
Area Library to be at home in Cobleskill. — The Hudson Area Library 
has received $1,000 from an anonymous donor. —A grant of $2,000 from 
the Children's Foundation of Columbia County will be used for the 
children's program at the library. Duane La Fleche of the Knicker- 
bocker News was the guest speaker at the library's first anniversary 
celebration, April 19. — Complying with instructions from the Common 
Council the Kingston City Library is inaugurating a new listing of 
library users. A Gaylord charging machine will be in operation on 
April 17. — The Kingston City Library has issued its second monthly 
calendar, listing public programs, art exhibits, new books, library 
hours and children's activities. A radio program, "Adventure," pre- 
sented Sundays at 9:30 a.m. over WKNY is in its second month. — The 
Elting Memorial Library, New Paltz, has received $50 from the Fair- 
Rite Products Company, Wallkill, and $25 from the Daniel Shaw 
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Insurance Agency, New Paltz. — Jayncees are sponsoring the Reading 
Hour, Saturday afternoons. — Live pets were the attraction at the 
Story Hour recently held in the Saugerties Public Library sponsored 
by the Saugerties Jayncees. 


Mid York. Several circulating exhibitions from the Munson-Williams- 
Proctor Institute of Utica will be shown throughout the year at the 
Canastota Public Library. — The Rome Jervis Library Association is 
sponsoring a bookplate design contest. Prizes, awarded from private 
funds, will be $50 and $25 in books of the winners’ choice. — The 
Vernon Library is showing an oil painting of the Vernon Town Hall, which 
is now demolished. 


Mohawk Valley. A workshop, "Introducing Books to Individuals," was held 
March 30 at the Schenectady County Public Library for the staff mem- 
bers and librarians of Mohawk Valley Library Association. Guest 
speakers were: Eleanor Smith, Brooklyn Public Library Readers Adviser, 
and Anne Izard, Westchester Library Systems Children's Consultant. — 
The new bookmobile touring Schoharie County is proving very popular. — 
Directors of the Schenectady County Public Library believe that new 
and improved facilities are essential if the library is to continue 
to grow and to serve its ever-increasing number of users. It is 
noted that the 57-year-old building with an original capacity of 
47,000 books housed 116,264 volumes and served 459,047 users in 1960. — 
Mrs. Ann H. O'Brien, Scotia librarian since 1933, has set May 1 as 
her retirement date. From 1927-1933 Mrs. O'Brien was a library super- 
visor, Library Extension Division. 


Nassau. The Farmingdale Public Library and the Weldon E. Howitt High 
School Library sponsored a literary I.Q. test open to all high school 
students of the district. The contest tested the student's knowledge 
of the 100 books listed by both library staffs. Four service clubs 
will give the four prizes. — The Friends of the Floral Park Public 
Library recently heard Mrs. Elvira Fradkin speak on the United Nations. 
The new Hyde Park Elks Club has given the Floral Park Library a set of 
Collier's New Junior Classics. — The staff of the Massapequa Public 
Library held an Easter party for the Cerebral Palsy Center in 
Roosevelt. Spencer Shaw, Children's Consultant, told stories to the 
group. 


New York. The New York Public Library plans a series of events for 
May 23-25 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the opening of the 
Central Building at Fifth and 42nd Street. The building's design 
and construction took 14 years and was first drawn to quarter scale. 
Nearly 10,000 sketches and some 6,000 finished drawings were produced 
by the architectural firm of Carrere and Hastings. Built on the site 
of the old Croton reservoir, some of the reservoir stone is contained 
in the foundation. The famous lions were created by Edward C. Potter. 
The major exterior sculpture groupings were executed by Frederic 
MacMonnies, George Grey Barnard and Paul W. Bartlett. The library's 
research collection, growing out of the consolidation in 1895 of the 
Astor and Lenox Libraries and the Tilden Trust, ranks with the other 
major research libraries in the world. The library is open every day 
of the year and in its 50 years of operation it has failed to open 
only three times. — Effie Lee Morris, the New York Public Library's 
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first children's specialist on the staff of its Library for the Blind, 
has been elected President of the National Braille Club. Miss Morris 
will preside at the annual National Conference, May 10-12 in Chicago. — 
Ernestine Rose, 81, a distinguished librarian and outstanding civic 
leader, died March 21 at Southampton. Some of the highlights of her 
busy life were: former president of NYLA; director of the Carnegie 
Corporation Study of Education among the Negroes of New York City; 
author of "Bridging the Gulf" and "The Public Library in American 
Life"; Co-chairman of the Bridgehampton Tercentenary Committee, 1958; 
and named Woman of the Year by the South Fork Civic Conference. 


Nioga. Five members of the Lockport Great Books Discussion Group attended 
the fourth annual Great Books Institute in Cleveland, April 22. — The 
Nioga Board of Directors met recently at the Lyndonville Yates Library 
for their monthly meeting and official visit. Technical advice will 
be given on spending the Fraser Fund, allocated to children's work. 


North Country. The Board of Trustees of NCLS have authorized two new 
positions: a librarian and a clerk in the Processing Section. A new 
salary schedule became effective April 1. — The Canton Free Library 
is exhibiting a collection of southwestern Indian arts and crafts. — 
The Ogdensburg Garden Club has won an award of $175 in the New York 
State Beautification Contest. Their entry, the Public Library Park, 
is a three-year project. The Public Relations Department of Sears, 
Roebuck and Company makesavailable these annual awards. 


Pioneer. From Livingston County: A dinner, the first of its kind, for 
librarians and trustees of member libraries has been arranged for 
April 20 at the Genesee Falls Hotel, Portageville. This will be a 
joint affair with Wyoming County. From Monroe County: The Fairport 
Library in a drive to recover overdue books will have the help of Boy 
Scouts in making personal calls on delinquent book borrowers. — Demands 
on the Irondequoit Library can no longer be met with existing facili- 
ties. Construction of two new buildings are proposed for the largest 
town in the county, population 55,473. The Rochester Public Library 
held a Puerto Rican Night April 20 to welcome new Americans to the 
library. Friends of the Library served refreshments. A booklist is 
in preparation of titles with simple vocabulary and large print. — 

A three-session course for town librarians on reference methods was in- 
itiated at RPL March 8. The second session was held April 5. About 
20 town librarians from Monroe, Livingston and Wayne are enrolled. — 
Schools that borrow films from Monroe County Library System Audio 
Visual Department will be charged for the service, starting July l. 
Pending further study, other groups also may be charged for film use. 
Reasons given for the charge are the "phenomenal growth" of the de- 
partment, the need for additional staff and the desire to "retain the 
department's high quality." More than 27,000 films and 75,000 record- 
ings are loaned yearly from the collection of 2,850 films and 7,500 
records. From Ontario County: Weekly delivery service to member 
libraries in the OCLS started recently. From Wayne County: A special 
rotating collection of interest to people planning for retirement may 
be used by member libraries. From Wyoming County: Posters explaining 
the inter-library loan procedures have been distributed. Castile 
Library reports that the Senior Girl Scout Troop spent an evening put- 
ting plastic jackets on new books. 
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Queensboro. 








At an open house, April 16, at Far Rockaway Branch, the 
Sherman family were presented as "Reading Family of the Year." 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Sherman became patrons of the library when they 
settled in Far Rockaway six years ago. As their children grew they 
were trained to use the library and all are avid readers. 


Ramapo-Catskill. The Dr. Alan J. Maged Young People's Library af Science 


has been established in the Suffern Free Library as a result of a 
memorial fund drive last winter. Over 300 books are already shelved 
in this section. — An exhibit of 19th century American paintings from 
the collection of George Thompson, Pine Bush, has been held at the 
Walden Josephine-Louise Public Library. — Gifts to the West Nyack 
Library include a 15-drawer catalog file from the Lions Club; from the 
Rockland County Postmaster's Association, the book, "U.S. Mail"; from 
the Frohling Sign Company, the West Nyack Free Library sign to be 
erected outside the building; from Mrs. Peter Dudan, a large reading 
table and two bookcases. — Open house is scheduled for June 4 to cel- 
ebrate the library's first anniversary and completion of the building. 


Southern Adirondack. Florence Harshe, director of SALS, speaking 


recently to the Saratoga Springs Rotary Club,described the cooperative 
program of the system, noting that the central book collection at 
headquarters currently totals 20,000 volumes from which member 
libraries may draw. Round Lake has borrowed 800 books and Waterford 
1,000. Over 4,000 people use the area bookmobile. SALS announced the 
winner in the contest for an emblem to be used by the member libraries 
and the bookmobile. First prize was awarded to Mrs. Maria Rogers of 
Hudson Falls for her design of a book and vehicle superimposed on a 
giant fir tree and circled by the name of the system and the four 
counties. The judges were: E. Alice Moshier, chairman of the Art 
Department, Skidmore College, L. Marion Moshier, former director of 
Library Extension Division, and Douglass Crockwell, art illustrator. 
The Board accepted the application of the Greenwich Free Library for 
membership in the system. — A comfortable reading area for older folks 
was suggested by Euphemia Feeney, former librarian of the Ballston Spa 
Library. She gave funds for a brown leather easy chair and the library 
purchased another. Harry Ruland donated a champagne birch table in 
memory of his wife. — Foreign newspapers and magazines are now avail- 
able at the Glens Falls Crandall Library. Margaret Glasby, who re- 
signed as librarian of the Saratoga Springs Public Library was cited 
recently by the Rotary Club for her civic and cultural contributions 
to Saratoga Springs during the past 11 years. Miss Glasby assumed the 
duties of director of the South Orange (N.J.) Public Library May 1. — 
The conservation committee of the Stillwater Rod and Gun Club arranged 
a wildlife exhibit at the Stillwater Free Library in connection with 
National Wildlife Week. The local game protector was available one 
evening to answer questions about area wildlife. 


Southern Tier. In an effort to give better library service to rural 






residents the STLS has distributed a questionnaire, seeking information 
on farmers' interests in technical material. Herbert L. Leet, 
director, said that many of the books farmers read can be made avail- 
able through area libraries, inter-library loans and bookmobile ser- 
vice if their needs are known. — On display in the children's room of 
the Hornell Public Library is a map of bird migration, showing the 
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main flyways of the North American continent. Winter and summer 
ranges of 15 common birds are mapped. — Mrs. Elisabeth Hixson, former 
librarian at Cuba, is now librarian at the Wellsville David A. Howe 
Public Library. 


Upper Hudson. The system processing quarters are now located at the 
John A. Howe Library, 41 Broad St., Albany. A "Visitors Day" was 
scheduled there April 27 from 9 a.m. —9 p.m. — Nassau Free Library 
and Valley Falls Free Library have joined the Upper Hudson Library 
Federation. 


Westchester. For six months the WLS member libraries will receive a 
quantity of special bookmarks — each month a different bookmark will 
carry a group of adult titles. The titles will also be featured on 
a five-minute "Inside Books" radio program. One side of the bookmark 
will be imprinted: "This library is a member of the Westchester 
Library System." If the idea proves successful it may be extended 
beyond the six-month trial period. — WLS is now participating in the 
Greenaway plan. — The children's librarians of WLS heard Elizabeth 
Miller, director of the Westbury Children's Library, talk on the 
Newbery and Caldecott awards. —The second seminar sponsored by WLS 
was held March 30 to give library clerical personnel a broader view 
of library work. David Turiel, Adult Services consultant, presided. 
Dorothy H. Goldsmith, New York Telephone Company, discussed business 
courtesy and voice personality; Mrs. Christine Torgersen, Highland 
Falls librarian, demonstrated simple, quick methods of preparing 
book exhibits; Mrs. Sophie C. Silberg, Nassau County's public relations 
director, discussed cooperation with community groups and publicity. — 
Mount Vernon commercial art students have designed 13 posters now 
being used in WLS. — The Armonk North Castle Free Library has purchased 
15 books of special interest to parents with a gift of $50 from the 
P.T.A. — An ordinary scale at the Chappaqua Library proved that the 
librarian carries a heavy load. Margaret Handley, librarian, and her 
staff of three found that they lifted 1,374 pounds of books in a day. — 
Hastings-on-Hudson Free Library has received $2,300 toward the estab- 
lishment of a room to honor the late Lillian Barnes Orr, who, as pres- 
ident of the Woman's Club, helped found the library. — The winners in 
the 6th Annual Book Jacket Competition to honor artists and designers 
are on display until May 15 at the Mount Vernon Public Library. The 
library has inaugurated a new service to make recreational reading 
more available to all readers; books from the best seller lists of 
recent years have been collected in a room on the first floor to give 
readers a chance to catch up on books they may have missed. — A drive 
to establish $100,000 in memorial funds has been announced by the 
library board of the Peekskill Field Library. It is hoped this will 
bolster the library's book budget which is below standard. Under the 


sponsorship of the Peekskill Friends of the Field Library, Carl 
Carmer will speak at the Peekskill Military Academy Auditorium on 
Thursday, May 18 at 8:30 p.m. (donation, $1.00.) — The Pleasantville 
Library Association will hold a book sale on Friday evening, May 12, 
and Saturday, May 13. The association has scheduled a talk by 
Joseph T. Butler, curator of the Sleepy Hollow Restorations, on 
American decorative arts. — The Westchester Library Association 
annual meeting scheduled May 10 at the Eastchester Town Hall 
featured Dr. Harold Taylor, author and conductor of the television 
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program, "Meet the Professor," who will speak on "Literature and 
American Experience." The afternoon session was devoted to a panel 
discussion on "Library Public Relations," moderated by Isabelle 
Hurlbutt, director of the Greenwich Library. Participating were 
Harold Roth, director of the East Orange Public Library; John 

Wakeman, editor of the Wilson Bulletin; and John Carroll, of Collier's 
Encyclopedia. 


County News 


Albany. Mrs. Barbara Rau, librarian of the Delmar Public Library, reports 
that the phonorecord collection of 200 albums is in constant use. — 
A local high school student has taken candid camera shots of the li- 
brary's work for use as an exhibit. On display recently was the work 
of members of the Print Club of Albany. 


Columbia. The Germantown Memorial Library has been given a filing cabinet 
and 100 memorial book plates. 


Cortland. The Board of Directors of the Cortland Free Library held an 
evening reception on April 19 to celebrate the opening of the new 
children's room. The Hon. N. J. Gabriel, Mayor, unveiled a plaque as 
part of the dedication ceremonies. 


Madison. The New Woodstock Free Library has recently moved into the 
former telephone company building, permitting much-needed expansion of 
library facilities. 


Nassau. The Great Neck Library reports a marked increase in the use of 
its reference facilities in 1960, due to the number of young people 
attending colleges in the area. The 1962 budget has provisions to 
meet this growing demand. A public hearing on the budget was held 
April 25. A recent book list issued by the library is "Pulitzer Prize 
Books, 1930-1960." — The Northport Library noted in its report that the 
biggest increase for 1960 came in the phonorecord circulation which 
more than doubled that in 1959. 


Onondaga. Recently published art books purchased by the Syracuse Public 
Library were examined and discussed at a meeting of the Daubers' Club. 


Otsego. Mrs. John Coates, librarian of the Cooperstown Village Library 
for 17 years, will retire November l. 


Rockland. The appeal for a typewriter made by the Friends of the Nyack 
Library has been answered by the Cheseborough-Pond firm of New York. 
The Friends plan to type the Hasselbarth History of Rockland County 
which ran serially in the Rockland County Journal during 1885. — The 
Board of Trustees of the Pearl River Library voted to engage James 
Bryan, chief of the Newark Library, New Jersey, to survey library 
facilities and to outline future needs. The relationship of the li- 
brary to the community as a whole will be studied. 


Suffolk. The Bay Shore Public Library has scheduled six special Saturday 
morning hobby programs. Ernest J. Christie, former chief of the 
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U. S. Weather Bureau's New York Office was the first speaker of the 
series. — Residents of the Moriches Bay area were invited to partici- 
pate in a photography show held in the Center Moriches Free Library 

in April. — The Friends of the Emma S. Clark Memorial Library in 
Setauket sponsored a benefit performance of two one-act operas by the 
Sunken Meadow Opera Company. — During March, there was standing room 
only Saturday afternoons at the Smithtown Library, due to the many 
borrowers. Reference work has tripled in the last year. — By an over- 
whelming vote school district taxpayers approved the change of the le- 
gal status of the West Islip Public Library to that of a school dis- 
trict library. Five library trustees have been elected; four were 
members of the Board of Trustees of the library association which es- 
tablished the library in 1957. Patrons of the West Islip Library have 
been enjoying five weeks of baseball movies. 


Westchester. The Scarsdale Public Library has purchased the Living 
Language phonorecords in French, German, Hebrew, Italian, Russian and 
Spanish with funds made available through the Boog Survey Project of 
the Friends of the Scarsdale Library. — The annual meeting of the 
Friends of the White Plains Public Library held April 20, featured 
Dr. John Fischer, editor-in-chief of Harper's, as speaker. 


722 828930 2 2 8 2 


"America is on the move. But it is the car, not man, 
that does the work. Only a few leave civilization to re- 
join nature and become once more an elemental part of the 
wilderness. The thrill of tramping alone and unafraid 
through a wilderness of lakes, creeks, alpine meadows, and 
glaciers is not known to many. A civilization can be built 
around the machine. But it is doubtful if a meaningful 
life can be produced by it. When man worships at the feet 
of avalanche lilies or discovers the delicacy of the pasque- 
flower, or finds the faint perfume of the phlox on rocky 
ridges, he will come to know that the real glories are 
in God's creations. When he feels the wind blowing through 
him on a high peak or sleeps under closely matted white- 
bark pine in an exposed basin, he is apt to find his re- 
lation to the universe." 


From My Wilderness: The Pacific West, by William O. Douglas. 
Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1960. Reprinted with permission. 
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DO YOU WISH TO HONOR YOUR LIBRARIAN? 
























In 1956 an annual L. MARION MOSHIER AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED 
LIBRARIANSHIP was initiated by staff members of the New York State 

Library as a tribute to Miss L. Marion Moshier upon her retirement as 
Director of Library Extension Division. The New York Library Association 
has continued this award which recognizes and honors a librarian of a 
public library in a rural area of New York State with a certificate of 
merit and an honorarium of fifty dollars to facilitate attendance at 

the annual conference of the New York Library Association. 

Each year the Adult Services Section of the Association makes the 
selection of the candidate for the award. Suggestions of names to be 
considered for the award are requested by Miss Helen Ludlow, President, 
Adult Services Section of NYLA, Lockport Public Library, Lockport, 

New York. Names and qualifying statements of accomplishments should 
reach Miss Ludlow by July 15, 1961. 

Consider the following points in suggesting candidates to the 
Committee: Is your librarian imaginative, understanding of people, 
aware of community needs, openminded, skillful in communicating enthusiasm 
for books and publicizing the library services, alert to changing con- 
ditions? Has your librarian created or revitalized a significant li- 
brary service (to children, young adults or other community groups)? 

Has your librarian developed superior library resources (information 

and reference, films or record collection, local history collection, 
etc.)? Does your librarian give, promote or extend library service to 

the people of a rural community or area? Remember that not all deserving 
librarians can win in one year. The Committee reserves the right to 

make the award from lists of candidates submitted in previous years if 
this action seems to be in keeping with the ideals of the award. 


ASA WYNKOOP AWARD 





















An award of fifty dollars from the Asa Wynkoop Fund will be given 
to a New York State Community Librarian who has not had formal library 
school training, for the specific purpose of attending a course in a 
library subject, or for visiting outstanding libraries through a planned 
trip of equivalent time. The award money will be withheld until the 
course or the itinerary of the trip is approved. Applications should be 
sent by July 20, 1961 to Miss Helen Ludlow, President, NYLA Adult Services 
Section, Lockport Public Library, Lockport, New York. Individuals them- 
selves may apply, or application for the award may be made by trustees or 
friends. A statement describing how this award would benefit the librar- 
ian or improve library service to the community should accompany the ap- 
plication. This award will be presented at the NYLA Conference at The 
Laurels, Monticello, October, 1961. 


FLASH NEWS! 






The appointment of Mrs. Polly G. Anderson as consultant in adult 
services for the Mid-Hudson Libraries has been announced by Harold 0. 
Harlan, director of the five-county system. Mrs. Anderson, public 

library adult services consultant, Library Extension Division since 1959, 
will begin her new duties June 12. — E. Paul Beckerman has resigned as 

senior library supervisor, Library Extension Division, to become assist- 
ant director of the Yonkers Public Library, effective June 28. 








